OPENING DISCUSSION [image: ]
INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Hlk129263218]Christ’s concern for the welfare and unity of his church is displayed in the selfless service of his people. Courageous unity and selflessness in the church, come by Christlike selflessness.

INSTRUCTIONS 
This guide is meant to facilitate discussion which will lead to a response to God’s word. Therefore, please use it as a tool that best fits the needs of your small group.



· What stood out to you as helpful, confusing, convicting, or interesting from this passage or the sermon?
· Where else might we see hero literature in scripture?

REVIEW
· Have someone read Philippians 2:19-30
·  What is significant about Timothy as a gospel example?
·  What is significant about Epaphroditus as a gospel example?
·  What is significant about Paul as a gospel example?

APPLICATION
·  What has God given to you that is precious that you might give to someone else?
·  Do you sometimes struggle with the slow work of character sanctification in your own life?
·  What would it actually look like to give of yourself to others like Epaphroditus?
·  In what ways are living in passivity when it comes to service for the Lord?
· What does this passage show you about Jesus?

PRAYER (divide the group based on gender if desired)
· What things in your life can you pray for that the Spirit might grow you in?
· Is there any sin you should confess in light of this passage?
· Are there any other prayer needs?
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